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Regulatory frameworks 
for energy communities 
and energy poverty: 
Do they line up?
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What needs to be done?
1. Guidance and clarity
2. Strengthen links
3. Energy and climate policies need to be just by design
4. Participation and involvement

Takeaways and recommendations
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In most EU member states, 
● transposition of provisions on energy communities and 

energy poverty is lagging. 
● Significant barriers remain for energy communities to fulfil a 

social role.

Lessons from pilot countries 
CEP transposition
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What needs to be done?
1. Understand energy poverty - Participation & Involvement
2. Identify barriers for RECs
3. Embed energy poverty alleviation in REC definition
4. Create enabling frameworks and incentives 

Recommendations

Recognise energy communities as part 
of the solution, not the final resort



CEES has received funding from the European Union's 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
grant agreement No. 101026972.

● Hanke, F., Guyet, R. and Feenstra, M. (2021). Do renewable energy communities deliver energy justice? Exploring 
insights from 71 European cases. Energy Research & Social Science 80. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2021.102244. 

● Hanke F. and Lowitzsch, J. (2020). Empowering Vulnerable Consumers to Join Renewable Energy Communities—
Towards an Inclusive Design of the Clean Energy Package. Energies 13(7), 1615 https://doi.org/10.3390/en13071615.

● Jenkins, K. et al. (2016). Energy Justice: A Conceptual Review. Energy Research & Social Science 11: 174-182. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2015.10.004

● REScoop.eu and ClientEarth (2020). Energy Communities under the Clean Energy Package. Available at:  
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/how-can-eu-member-states-support-energy-communities. 

● Van de Graaf, T., and Sovacool, B. K. (2020). Global energy politics. Polity.

References

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2021.102244
https://doi.org/10.3390/en13071615
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2015.10.004
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/how-can-eu-member-states-support-energy-communities


CEES has received funding from the European Union's 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
grant agreement No. 101026972.

Interested to learn more?
➔ Download report: 

energysolidarity.eu  

Want to share your thoughts, 
suggestions or feedback?
➔

heleen.schockaert@rescoop.eu 
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THANK YOU! 

Event / Date 
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